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Education Systems
Introduction—Education is an important ideal in this society. Parents have many options on how to educate their children and must carefully weigh the pros and cons of each education system to decide which system to trust. Education is not just about academics but also includes socialization and cultural adeptness. In order to reap the most benefits from the education system, parents should take advantage of each type of education system, starting their children off in homeschool in the elementary years, transitioning to a private school in the middle school years, and enrolling them in a public school during their high school years.
 
I. Homeschool
A. Pros
1. Stronger family bonds
2. Safer environment
3. Controlled influences
4. Flexible curricula
B. Cons
1. Limited socialization 
2. High cost
3. Limited resources
4. Time intensive

II. Private School
A. Pros	
1. Specific worldviews
2. Better resources
3. Small class sizes
4. Challenging curricula
B. Cons
1. High cost
2. Strict rules and regulations
3. Fewer class offerings
4. Less transportation assistance

III. Public School
A. Pros
1. Low cost
2. High socialization 
3. Available materials
4. Extra-curricular activities
5. Various course offerings
B. Cons
1. Unwanted influences
2. Negative peer pressure
3. Undesirable worldviews
4. Possible bullying
5. Large class sizes
6. Inflexible curricula
Conclusion—There are pros and cons to every school system. Parents must consider the many different aspects of education when deciding whether to put their children in public school, private school, or homeschool: academics, socialization, and cultural knowledge. The best solution is to allow the children to develop strong family bonds and morals in homeschool during their elementary school years, then ease them into a private school setting in their middle school years, and finally allow them to define who they are in a public school during their high school years. 
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Education Systems
	Education is an important ideal in this country. Parents have many options on how to educate their children and must carefully weigh the pros and cons of each education system to decide which system to trust. Education is not just about academics but also includes socialization and cultural adeptness. Candace Anderson, a former public school teacher and current homeschool teacher, said in an interview, “The purpose of education is to give students all they need in life.” In order to reap the most benefits from the education system as a whole, parents should take advantage of each type of school system, starting their children off in homeschool in the elementary years, transitioning them into a private school in the middle school years, and enrolling them in a public school during their high school years. To better understand why this approach to education is ideal, one must first understand all of the advantages and disadvantages of each school system. 
Homeschool
	President Ronald Reagan felt that “the primary right, duty, and responsibility of educating children belongs to parents” (qtd. in Stover). Bobby Terry, expert on curriculum development, insists that a parent is best suited to educate his own child because he knows his child better than a hired teacher would (11). Before 1975, homeschooling was rare. Today, the movement is becoming more and more popular as a legitimate education choice (Stover); over 1.5 million families in the United States are homeschooling their children (Terry 2). 
	Homeschooling is beneficial in many ways. First of all, it causes the family to strengthen (Terry 10). In order to be successful, homeschooling requires frequent interaction between the parent, or teacher, and the child (Stover). This constant interaction encourages parents to get to know their children better (Anderson). This time for bonding is very critical to the development of a child’s grasp on morals, ethics, and character, especially during the elementary school years. Parents can instill a solid moral foundation into their children without the unwanted influences of other adults and outside culture (Harman). Furthermore, homeschooling also provides children with a safe learning environment. They can experience freedom from bullying (Anderson) and freedom from peer pressures such as illegal drugs, crude language, and sexual promiscuity (Terry 10). 
One of the major benefits of homeschooling is the ability to customize the curricula (Harman). Since the instruction is often done either one-on-one or in a very small group, the teacher has the ability to focus in on each child’s needs and tailor the curriculum according to the his abilities and interests. Homeschoolers’ test scores show how beneficial this individualized instruction is (Anderson). According to Mitchell L. Stevens, Associate Professor of Education and Sociology, homeschoolers “generally meet or exceed national averages on standardized tests” (13). In fact, many parents have left the public school system because they do not believe the No Child Left Behind program is effective. Homeschooling seems more likely to leave no children behind, primarily because of this one-on-one instruction, as long as the parents are diligent and willing to put work into their children’s education (Terry 6). 
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)[image: ]	While homeschooling offers many benefits, it also has some disadvantages. One of the major complaints against homeschooling is the fact that the students are deprived of the socialization opportunity that public school and private school offers (Harman). While parents can encourage their children to participate in youth groups, team sports, and homeschool groups, these activities cannot compete with the day-to-day exposure public school students experience with those who share common interests and also with those who are different than them (Anderson).
 Another disadvantage of homeschooling is the cost. The parents are responsible for buying the curriculum and all of the resources needed to make the students successful (Anderson). This being said, there are just some resources that homeschoolers will not have access to that a normal public or private school student would, such as a chemistry lab with all of the proper ventilating and safety equipment. 
Another important factor to consider when deciding whether to homeschool or not is the parental effort required. Obviously, it would be extremely difficult for a family with a full-time working single parent or even two full-time working parents to find the time to homeschool their children. A parent must be willing and able to spend a proper amount of time with their child to ensure he is getting the education he needs. There is also the factor of the parents’ teaching ability.  They may not be equipped to teach certain subjects. If this is the case, there are extra resources available through homeschooling books or even online classes, but they come at additional cost (Anderson). There is a point when homeschooling may not meet the needs of the student, and at that point, they should transition into a private school. 
Private School
Private schools are a good middle ground between homeschooling and public school; they provide enough structure and moral guidance to allow the parents to feel comfortable placing their child in them, yet students are not totally sheltered. Many private schools are associated with a certain religion or worldview. This allows parents to place their child in an environment that reinforces their beliefs (Harman). Kevin B. Smith and Kenneth J. Meier, known for writing “The Case Against School Choice: Politics, Markets, and Fools,”  have conducted a large amount of research about private school enrollment. They have a theory that suggests that “private school enrollment is a result of desires for religious instruction and racially segregated school[s]” (Wrinkle, Stewart, and Polinard), but there are also private schools whose sole focus is to prepare students for prestigious colleges and universities (Terry 3). 
Regardless of the purpose, most private schools have better resources than public schools and what is available to those who homeschool (“Private”).As a whole, they are equipped with relatively new computers, nicer facilities, newer textbooks, and more extensive media centers. There is also the benefit of smaller class sizes compared to public schools (“Private”). While public school classrooms are filled to the brim with students, rendering it nearly impossible for a teacher to give enough attention to each individual student, private school classes usually consist of fifteen to eighteen students per teacher (Harman). These smaller classes create more serious and productive atmospheres that allow for a more challenging curricula (“Private”). Private schools are usually seen as having a body of students that are the “cream of the crop,” the brightest of students (Wrinkle, Stewart, and Polinard). This reputation is a result of the serious and intimate atmosphere and high academic expectations which also helps to attract individuals and businesses who donate money to go towards scholarships for private school students. While scholarships are available to public school students, they may be fewer in number and consist of smaller awards (Manno).
With advantages come disadvantages. The one major downside to being a part of the private school system is the high cost of tuition (Harman). Private schools are the most expensive type of high school education available. With better resources and a smaller teacher-to-student ration comes a high price tag. Some critics question whether private schools really offer a better quality of education because it costs more money than the taxes given to public schools. They believe it is a sign of inefficiency (Wrinkle, Stewart, and Polinard). It is up to the parents to decide if the benefits of private school are worth the steep cost. 
Also, some parents feel that private schools are too strict. The private schools in question are those that require their students to attend their chapel services and adhere to a dress code and a strict code of conduct. If these rules are not followed, students are subject to suspension or expulsion (Terry 3). In addition to the high cost and strict rules, private schools also tend to offer less variety in classes (“Private”) and they may not offer a wide range of electives or career pathway classes. 
Finally, there is the issue of transportation. While public schools provide free bussing if needed, private schools usually do not. This means that the students must have some consistent ride to and from school every day. For a family with tight work schedules, working out the transportation can prove difficult. Near the end of the middle school years, students need an opportunity to grow in a more expansive environment and should think about transferring to a public high school. 
Public School
The public school system was created so that everyone could get an education, regardless of financial standing. It is the easiest route to go because taxes pay for it: supplies and resources are provided free of cost, there is reliable transportation for no charge, and financial assistance can help pay for lunch for those students whose families may not be able to afford a decent meal every day (Terry 3). 
Another benefit of attending a public school is the opportunity for socialization. Public schools consist of a diverse selection of people with ethnic, cultural, physical, and social differences. It enables students to learn to communicate and interact in a variety of social situations (“Advantages”). It is important for children to learn to get along with people who may not share the same opinion with them. Being surrounded by so many differences can also allow a child to feel free to be who he wants to be (Anderson). 
Just as private schools have the resources necessary to strengthen the students’ educations, public schools have many of the same resources—computer labs, media centers, gymnasiums, chemistry labs—but they are provided with no additional cost (Anderson). Granted, because it is free, the quality of the resources may not be as good as a private school where the additional cost is included in the high tuition, but if cost is an issue, then public school has the advantage. 
One area where public school really stands out is the extra-curricular activities such as sports and clubs (“Advantages”). The large student body makes it possible to have large team sports and compete against other schools. Many colleges look at public schools’ teams and offer the outstanding athletes full scholarships to play sports. The wide variety of clubs help students become more active in areas they are interested in and socialize with students who share things in common. In addition to the wide variety of extra-curricular activities, public schools also have a uniquely diverse selection of courses. Depending on the size of the school, there are courses to satisfy not only the requirements of the basic core curriculum, but also classes to further a student’s knowledge of the career field he is interested in for the future. For example, a student could take different foreign languages, drama, music, wood shop, business, etc. (“Advantages”).
Parents should also consider the disadvantages of the public school system. Possibly the greatest disadvantage of students attending a public school is the constant peer pressure and negative influences. Students in the public school system come across peer pressure to consume alcohol, use drugs, and have underage sex; they are exposed to violence, gangs, and bad language (Terry 2). This becomes a problem, especially when a child has a “people pleaser” personality or is a crowd follower. If a good moral character has not been developed in him earlier in life, he may find it easier to cave to this constant negative peer pressure. After a while, it is easy for the child to become desensitized to the immorality and think it is just normal behavior (Harman). In addition to the negative influences on behavior, there is also the danger of the child absorbing undesirable worldviews without the parent or child realizing it (Harman). This can affect his behavior in ways that conflict with the parents’ beliefs. 
Many parents decide to take their children out of public school because of bullying. Since there are so many students, all with different personalities, it is easy for either physical or verbal aggression to slip by the faculty unnoticed. It can be very distracting academically to the victim of such bullying as well as harmful to his emotions and self-perception (Anderson). Public school systems are often overflowing with students. There are simply not enough teachers or classrooms for everyone. This overcrowding creates a need for a one-size-fits-all curriculum (Anderson). There is no way a teacher can give the proper amount of attention to each individual when the average teacher-student ratio is 1 to 30. It lacks the academic quality that a private school or homeschool may have (Terry 2). Classes in general are not as challenging in public schools, leaving the advanced learners at a disadvantage (“Private”) and a lot of time is spent on busywork (Anderson). Students tend to learn to memorize instead of developing critical thinking skills (Terry 7). Bruno V. Manno, author of “School Choice: Today’s Scope and Barriers to Growth,” claims that while public schools have huge financial investments from the state and taxes, they produce small to no academic gains in students. 
Parents must consider the many different aspects of education when deciding whether to put their children in public school, private school, or homeschool: academics, socialization, and cultural knowledge. The best solution is to allow children to develop their character in homeschool during their elementary school years, then ease them into a private school setting in their middle school years, and finally allow them to define who they are in a public school during their high school years. The elementary school years are crucial to a child’s development. Homeschooling allows parents to strengthen their children’s moral foundation, but there is a point when it can stunt them socially and keep them too sheltered. Private school is a good middle ground between homeschool and public school. It offers the child a little more freedom to socialize, often with like-minded students and faculty and continues the good quality of education seen in homeschooling. Public school is ideal for high school students. By this time, the teenagers have hopefully developed strong morals and character to stand up against competing worldview and bad influences. They have a great socialization opportunity and get to see a better picture of the real world. They are immersed in the culture and if they started off in homeschooling and private school, they have a good academic background to keep them serious about their studies in public school. A mix of these three main education systems heightens the advantages of each individual system and lessens the blows of the disadvantages of each system. This approach to education helps students reach their full potential by not only strengthening their academics, but also improving their social skills and advancing their cultural knowledge. 
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